
Words	for	Celebration	of	Tuisina	Ymania	Brown	
-	The	Revd	Dr	Josephine	Inkpin,	Tuesday	6	October	2025	

	 	
As	a	fellow	transgender	person	of	faith,	it	is	an	honour	to	give	thanks	for	Ymania	today.		For	

she	was	 such	an	 inspiration,	not	 least	 to	people	 in	 faith	and	wisdom	 traditions,	here	and	

overseas.	 	 For	 core	 to	 Ymania’s	was	 her	 ability	 to	 connect	 and	 enlarge	 so	many	 diverse	

identities	which,	too	often,	are	simply	used	to	divide	us.			

	

I	 first	 met	 Ymania	 at	 an	 Uniting	 Church’s	 queer	 network	 conference,	 as	 fellow	 keynote	

speakers.	 	 Her	 contribution	 thus	 further	 inspired	 the	 final	 steps	 in	 the	 Uniting	 Church’s	

affirmation	of	marriage	equality.	 	 	Subsequently,	she	supported	me	in,	last	year,	achieving	

the	Uniting	Church’s	national	affirmation	of	trans	and	gender	diverse	people	–	another	step	

in	the	too	slow	but	nonetheless	very	real	transformation	of	faith-based	hostility.	 	She	was	

there	for	so	many	of	us	when	the	chips	were	down:	challenging,	encouraging,	and	creating	

waves	of	hope.		When,	for	example,	during	Sydney	WorldPride,	the	‘Christian’	Right	launched	

its	violent	attacks	on	our	Sydney	faith	communities,	it	was	inevitably	Ymania	who	was	one	

of	the	very	first	people	to	express	solidarity,	and	to	encourage	us	to	find	new	strength	and	

ways	 forward.	 	Yet	 these	were	but	a	 few	local	 instances	of	 the	much	wider	contributions	

Ymania	made	to	LGBTIQA+	lives,	not	least	those	caught	up	in	the	cruel	abuse	of	faith.				

	

Not	 for	nothing	then	was	Ymania	a	key	 figure	in	 the	development	of	 the	Global	 Interfaith	

Network	 for	People	of	all	Sexes,	Sexual	Orientation,	Gender	 Identity	and	Expression.	 	For	

Ymania	was	a	living	embodiment	of	a	vitally	needed	way	of	being	–	a	way	of	being	(or,	as	

some	of	us	might	put	it,	a	loving	faith)	offering	hope	for	us	all,	beyond	our	differences.			This	

is	a	way	of	being	which,	grounded	on	valuing	all	our	particular	differences,	represents	global	

hope:	which	 transforms	 the	 Christian,	 other	 faith,	 and	 other	 narrow	 nationalisms	which	

bedevil	us;		and	which	recognises	the	sanctity	of	every	being,	transforming	suffering	through	

ever	deeper	solidarity,	and	subversive	joy.			

	

On	behalf	of	many	others,	 I	 therefore	affirm	Ymania	today	as	a	crucible	of	generous	 love,	

passing	 on	 the	mantle	 of	 compassion,	 courage,	 and	 joy,	 and	 I	 share	 one	 of	many	 typical	



stories	from	a	faith	context.			At	a	Global	Interfaith	Network	event	at	the	UN,	Ymania	once	

recalled	Judas	and	Jesus,	taking	some	coins	and	threwing	them	at	the	audience	of	leading	

diplomats,	civil	society	and	faith-based	bodies.		‘Here’,	she	said,	‘take	back	the	30	pieces	of	

silver	that	you	paid	us	to	betray	ourselves	(and	not	stand	up	for	our	rights	as	LGBTIQ+	people	

of	faith).’		Such	was	Ymania.		In	which	spirit,	let	me	offer	some	a	prayerful	blessing:	
	

May	we	always	remember	each	other	as	people		
whose	precious	and	precarious	lives	are	inherently	bound	together	
May	we	always	be	grateful	for	the	common	gifts	of	land	and	water,		
and	care	for	all	that	exists	as	their	original	custodians	cared	for	them	
May	we	always	treasure	the	sacredness	of	love	and	diversity.	

May	we	hold	tenderly	those	who	suffer	and	grieve	
May	we	reaffirm	our	own	commitments	to	support	others,		
especially	those	who	live	on	the	margins		
May	we	be	inspired	to	encourage,	and	enlarge	one	another:	
to	do	justice,	live	joyfully,	and	walk	with	hope	on	this	Earth.	
May	we	be	renewed	as	crucibles	of	love	for	all	

May	we	give	thanks	for	Ymania	today,	and	in	the	days	to	come	
May	we	be	blessed	to	continue	her	work,	inspired	by	all	we	have	shared	with	her		
And	may	the	blessing	of	the	queer	angels	of	compassion,	courage,	and	joy,		
be	with	us,	as	with	Ymania,	this	day	and	always.	
In	the	name	of	all	that	is	good,	and	loving,	and	truly	sacred,	Amen.	


